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ABOR SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER } 


Labor Sunday is on September 4,this 
ear. In accordance with its custom for 
any years the Department of the Church 
nd Social Service of the Federal Coun- 
il of Churches has prepared a Labor 
unday Message for the churches. As us- 
al, the Department of Social Education 
‘nd Social Action will distribute the 
essage to ministers and churches of 
he Disciples of Christ. A copy is in- 
erted in this issue of SOCIAL ACTION 
-EWSLETTER. 


Taking its cue from the utterances 
f the Oxford Conference, the Message 
eclares the obligation of the church 
o make its contribution to the trans- 
ormation, and if necessary the recon- 
truction, of the economic and politi- 
al order. It reaffirms faith in democ- 
acy, praises the responsible heads of 
reat industries who have entered into 
Oollective bargaining agreements with 
heir employes as having exhibited ‘'in- 
ustrial statesmanship', and condemns 
esort to violence, racketeering, auto- 
ratic methods, internal dissension, 
efusal to participate in genuine col- 
ective bargaining agreements, break- 
ng of contracts,the use of industrial 
pies and misleading propaganda. 


Declaring that liberty is one and 
ndivisible,the Message says, "We can- 
ot have freedom in one sphere and deny 
t in another. In the world today the 


‘ight of labor to have a voice in de- 
ermining the conditions of its work 
nd the right of the church to have 4 


oice in determining the conditions of 
ts worship stand or fall together . 


Additional copies of the Message can 
e secured from the Federal Council of 
hurches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York. 
opies with the front page blank for 
hurch bulletin information are avail- 
ble. 
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HOMER MARTIN ON INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION PROGRAM 


Homer Martin, dynamic President of 
the United Automobile Workers' Union 
and one of the outstanding labor lead- 
ers d@ the United States will appear on 
the program in Denver,Colo., Oct.16-21. 


Mr.Martin will participate ina syn- 
posium on "The Church and the Labor 
Problem" on Tuesday morning, Oct. 18th. 
Associated with him will be a represent- 
ative of the National Association of 
Manufacturers, who will speak from the 
point of view of organized employers. 
Mr.Martin will present the position of 
organized labor. Dr. Edwin A. Elliott, 
of Fort Worth, Texas will present the 
point of view of the government as it 
seeks to secure observance and enforce- 
ments of the provisions of the Wagner Act. 


A feature will bea free-for-all af- 
ter-meeting following the evening con- 
vention program, when the three speak- 
ers will submit to questions from those 
present. Dr. Elliott is well known a- 
mong Disciples of Christ, having been 
professor of economics In Texas Christ- 
jan University prior to coming to his 
present task. Mr. Martin was formerly 
a Baptist minister, who became inter- 
ested in the conditions under which au- 
tomobile workers were compelled to live 
in the industrial section of Kansas 
City. When his deacons objected to his 
pro-labor pulpit utterances he resigned 
and went to work inanearby automobile 
factory. Meetings in his home to dis- 
cuss labor organization caused him to 
lose his job, then he went to work in 
earnest to build an automobile workers' 
union. Today his union is one of the 
strongest in the country. The National 
Association of Manufacturers has named 
John Rogers, president of the Chamber 
of Commerce, Tulsa, Oklahoma an attor- 
ney and a prominent layman among the 
Disciples, as its representative. 


__ UNITED STATES WORLD WAR DEBITS AND CREDITS WHICH 


OUR WORLD WAR BALANCE SHEET 
COULD HAVE BEEN HAD AT A LIKE COST. | 
DS Bid aes nee 


DEBITS (Cost of the War) 


World War expenditures of the United States, fiscal years 
POW Orel 9 Als 


Operating the War Department 
Operating the Navy Department , 
Cost of Federal control of transportation 
Cost of war-risk insurance 
Interest paid on the war debt 
Cost of war emergency corporations, and 
miscellaneous expense 
Pre-armistice loans to other countries 


Cost during the war period 


Continuing cost of the world war to the United States from 
1921, to the end of the fiscal year 1937: 


Interest paid on the war debt 

Cost of caring for the disabled 

Payment of veterans adjusted compensation 
Settlement of the War Claims act of 1928 


Cost resulting from the war 


TOTAL 


CREDITS (Would nave paid for the assets listed below) 


Wire for electricity 9,400,000 rural and urban homes 
now without current (estimated) 

Paying off all farm mortgages in the United States 

Equipping with bathrooms the 5,750,000 farm homes 
now without (estimated) 

Establishing additional endowments for education 
equal to those now in existence 

Building 4 consolidated schools at $250,000 each 
in every county in the United States 

Constructing airports at $1,000,000 each in every 
county of the United States 

For prevention of floods and soil erosion 

Establishing a trust fund at 3% to provide a 
$100.00 pension for each blind and deaf person in 
the United States 

Building ten bridges, each equivalent to Triborough bridge 

Building another canal across Panama at the cost of the 
present one 

Duplicating the recovery and relief program of the 
United States from 1932 - 1938 

Endowing at 2% an organization to promote world peace 
at more than the combined cost of the League of 
Nations and the World Court, and the International 
Labor Organization 


(Congressional Record - June 16, 1938) 


, 


$14,849,549, 000 
3,401,343, 008 
1,634,118, 000 

504,773,000 
2,746, 641, 00M 


2,592,531, 000 
5,319,852, 000 
$32, 048,852,000 

j 


$ 8,816,416, 000 
8,102,969, 000 
1,823,493, 000 


88, 000, 000 
> 


$18,830,878, 000 


$50,879,730,00 


q 

$ : a 

7, 645,000, 000 
2,875,000, 00 

1, 300; 000; ay 

3,073,000, 000 

3,073,000, 000 


5,000, 000, 000 


4,829,000, 000 
603,000, 000 


526,000, 000 


18, 687,354,000 


ON THE SOCIAL FRONTIERS 


AU. S. Commerce Department survey 
24 cities having a population range 
from 100,000 to 1000000 showed that 
tianapolis in 19434 had the fifth worst 
idition of dwelling dilapidation, ana 
-932 housing study showed that 30% of 
2 cases served by the City Hospital 
ae from the 10% of the most poorly 
ased population. In the slum area 
red 24% of those treated for venereal 
sease and 36% of the city's expendi- 
"es for arrest, trial, and imprison- 
at @ felons. This area also furnished 
1% of the patients of the Central 
iste Hospital for the insane. 

HHH 
Up to June &, 1938 Chicagob traffic 
.1 was 306 dead and 8,794 injured. 

ree 
Congressman Louis Ludlow of Indiana 
3 announced that he will re-introduce 
s resolution to require a nationwide 
Terendum before Congress shallt au- 
prized to declare war, except in event 
“Invasion. This Resolution ws brought 
the floor of the House ona Discharge 
sition, but due to the intervention 
‘President Roosevelt and other influ- 
sial Administration leaders it was re- 
mamitted without being brought to a 
~ 2 

KK 
The trial examiner for the National 
90r Relations Board ordered the Ford 
sor Co., to reinstate 192 employes of 
> St.Louis assembly plant who had been 
scharged or refused jobs because of 
lon activities. The Company was also 
fered to disband or cease all connec- 
on with the Liberty Legion of America 
i to bargain with the United Automo- 
Le Workers Union. The Ford Co., was 
ven 10 days to comply with the order. 

eee 
New York taxicab workers have been 
mpelled to pay as much as 20%-a-week 
berest on small loans, and these mon- 
-lenders take more than $500000 a 
ar from the workers, according to the 
ansport Workers Union. The T.W.U.will 
sablish a cooperative credit union 
ich will lend money at one-half of 
2 per cent a month. 

eee 
With $60,000 additional funds voted 
the Senate, the LaFollette Committee 
restigating violations of civil,-liber 
38 is expected to resume its investi- 
bions of vigilantism on the part of 
s>el companies. Believed to be on the 
1+ for investigation is Tom Girdler's 
public Steel and Youngstown Sheet & Tube. 


. gasoline stations. 


SALES OF CONSUMER'S CO-OPS IN 1936 


Nearly $182,700,000 worth & grocer- 
ies, meats, general merchandise, bakery 
and creamery products, gasoline and oil; 
other goods and services were sold thru 
approximately 36,000 retail coop asso- 
clations with a membership of about 678, 
000 in 1936. Most outstanding develop - 
ment In recent years has been the marked 
expansionof petroleum co-ops, which have 
greatly increased both in number and in 
variety of praoducta handled General 
stores were still the most prevalent, 
handling groceries, meats, work cloth- 
ing, shoes, notions, dry-goods, fuel, 
gasoline and motor oil, tires, farm sup- 
plies, radios, electrical appliances, 
refrigerators, and washing mchines. The 
766 store associations, in addition to 
operating 863 stores, 232 warehouses , 
155 fuel yards, and 7 bakeries, also op- 
erated 191 curb pumps at the stores, 154 
separate service stations, and 91 bulk 
The 736 petroleum 
associations also operated 139 stores, 
183 warehouses and 48 fuel yards. 


Below is given a summary of the re- 
tail sales of 1,802 cooperatives: 
Type of Business 
Type of Business No. 


Sales 


Groceries and meats 259 $11; 612sG00 
General merchandise 194 15 Ole Oo 
Students' Supplies 12 1,084,300 
Fuel 56 5,515,900 
Farm Supplies 322 55, 4 OO 
Miscellaneous V5 572300 
Buying Clubs 79 416,000 
Petroleum Assns 720 50, (Ol eoo 
Distributing Depts 

of Marketing Assns 152 2055.60,,900 
Bakeries 6 595., £00 
Creameries 4 2,954,100 
Co-op Water supply 3 4 mk oe 
1,802 Associations $146,153, 400 


The net earnings of 1,529 reporting 
Co-ops totaled $7,520,000. 139 report- 
ed losses amounting to $117,600. 851 
associations paid patronage dividends 
amounting to $4,920,000. 75 others 
indicated dividends from 1.5-17% but 
did not indicate the amount disbursed. 


Among the more important co-ops 4V- 
erage patronage dividends per member in 
1946 amounted to: 
in General Merchandise stores 

17.89 in Farm-Supply Co-ops 
13.87 in Petroleum Co-ops 
12.56 in Fuel Co-ops 

8.94 in Grocery stores 

(Labor Information Bulletin June 1938) 


FAMILY INCOMES IN SELECTED CITIES* 


White families, Negro families, Relief and Non-Relief families 


Number of families 


Nowe eon Median Under $500- 1O000- $2000- $3000--$4000- 
Cit Families Income 00- ab a 4 
Pueblo, Colo. 6004 $1245 \ 
On Relief 1405 618 
Non-Relief 4599 TD LT 152 791 2475 875 ey 55 
Gastonia,N.C. 
White families 
Relief 257 $ 545 
Non-Relief 2079 1174 45 680 881 223 81 32 
Negro families 
Relief S10). 6A oienl 
Non-Relief L357 Dipish 199 198 howe 
Albany, Ga. 
White families 
Relief ONS) ech e is 1 
Non-Relief 947 1802 26 154 525 226 13 2Q*** 
Negro families 
Relief 207 = 5 295 
pong Lf SIS IE obs Pp 75 16 OKKX 


Dubuque, lowa : 

White families 
Relief 1198) 2556 

Non-Relief Noy 1279 Sa LaOy 22h0 702 iT? 60 54 


Adapted from Urban Studies of Consumer P 
Labor Statistics : er Purchases, 1935-36, U.S. Bureauwyy 


*% Includes all receiving over $1,000 
HER Includes all receiving $3,000 to $4,999 
ee*% Includes all receiving more than $3,000 


ea a Pueblo, Colorado 152 Non-Relief families received annual incomes b= 
Bo creat Seer eae haee the median income received by 1405 fenil ia 
: ueblo's 4599 non-Relief families 6. r < 

ee eee The forty families with incomes of eB 
Si, Ses eS ears less than $76,000 received by the 152 families with 
re a ee n $500. In Gastonia, N.C., 135 white non-Relief families re- 
es Se ae eae Beg8) than median income of 257 families on relief ($545). 
ang non-Relief Negro families received less (under $500) th tHe 
edian annual income of 119 white families on relief ($551). Of the tote aa 


ber of families reported (1 6 
a (17,568), 10,927 had annual incomes of less than $200 


Sept e-Ont 938 Beet nx ae : 
bepte=Vet. 1938. Believe no issue published between 


noe? and no.8, 


a) 
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